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To Ffles

WIIffi WTH NWSSADM MXLLIAMS CM REHABILITATION
OF ENIUETOK ATOLL

On Rarch 16, 19?2, Dr. Martfn 8. 8fles, Rr. Roger Ray of W, end S met
with Aabass*dor rrankltn Ullllams, the Presfdenttsfwsonal representative
fOr MfC-SfOt’i Status I@otfatlons , and mmber$ of h~s stiff to dfscuss
the rehabilftat?ortof Eniwetok Atoll. Also attendfng were represmtatl ves
of the Defmse Huclear Agency (DNA).

\

kbassador Hllllams stated that he and his staff are preparing for the
next sessfon of status ne@atlom for the Trust Terrftory on April 2,
1972, and we studyfng the posftlon to be taken on Enluetik Atoll. They
mst desfre to mfd my confrvntatfon wfth the Enfwetok people at this
tlm.

tisfderfng that mllftmy mquimsmts for use of the Atoll ufll be ended

/

ufth coqletfon of the PACE ●xperfmmts, ● ~erfes of high ●plosfws tests
on Islands near fgmer nuclear test 8ttes, Ufllfans nas consfcfrrfngthe
posslbfli=tyvf an tasadiate return of a portfon of the Islmds in the Atoll
that had not been used by 000 ●nd which wre largely unaffwted by past
nuclear tests. In ●y event, Wfllfaarsmild like to mmomce that Enfuttok
Atoll was to be returned to the fomr resfdents●t the April 2 mettng.

The AEC representatives revfeued past ●xperiencewfth Blkfml Atoll ● the
conslder~tlons, declslons, and ●ctlons that llt behind the $~nt that
the Bfkfnl people could be safely returned to thefr hmelmd. The potentlsl
problems ufti radtoutlve scrap 6aterlal and contadnated sofl fn ●l around

[

cratirs on certain fslands at Enlwtok was dfscmsed. bger Raywtm had
mmntly vfsfted Enfwkok reported on the large qusntftfm of scrap metal
m ef ft cmtalnlng fnduced redfoutlvfty, seen In that Atoll. ‘Ompamd
to Eifkfnf,the job of cleanup -S ●stfmted to be mch b~~r and mre
mstly. Ue also d?scussed the lack of current mnltorfng data for ●ll of
Enlwtok Atoll and the tiam ●nd ●xpense wqufred to obtain thfs lriformatfon
AEC representatives stated th&t possibly the dollws requlmd for tlw redio-
Ioglcal survey of Eniwetok, @out $1S0,000 to $200.000, could be pmvfded
wfthfn current bud@ llmftatfcms by m~gramfng Pro$ects, but fUIKfS
fm the large cost of cleanup, uhfch may M from two ~ ffve erflllon

i dollam depmdfng on ●ctions waded, we not wall able. Riepresentatlves
of MA stated they could be the lead agency for cleanup operetfortscs
was DASA (JTF-8) for Blklnf, but they could not provfde Ma army from
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Current furdlhg. Massador Ufllfam statud they tmuld be Umktng to
MC and XD for t% saiiirdkfnd of support in clOaiwipof Eniwetok as ws

r
Ided for Blklnl (MC supportd radiological QspefXS of claanw and

s provldirig follwup wiodlc mnltorfng And DXIsupportad cleanup ufth
reswa~ of retal $crap aitiother debris ●nd physical hazatis %uch as
rusted txxmrs md sunket~vessels fn shallow watir and on beaches).
Mfllfam stated that he understood the problem of flndfng funds for such
● lar~ cleanup effor: ●nd statid k would go ●s hfgh as W to get
t!! nix9ss3ry sup>ort and funds for this project.

\
ktJaSSadOP U{llfa%z stit.edbe could me the d$ff~cu~tfes that would ar~se
If SOLE of the Enfwetak people wem allowed to return to t porttoi] of the

1

islands b~fore cleai~up was accosiplls,hecl.AEC staff stated that after a
survey of tiw Atoll Is ~lmd , them Ufll probably be SOM? fSlmds
where replanting of coconuts could bu:in.

IUflllms feels that the chance for a Confrontitlon with the Enfwetok
people fs hefghtmed by thclr I-cL of fnfomatfon on what is bafng con-
slderxd. He favors a tislt by United StatM repm+sentatlvc to Ujelmg
to inform w people of actions to & taken and to obtain their ●ssfst-
ance fn plmntng for thefr return to k~eir homland. As Ufth the visit ~
t Kflf to talk to the Btklnl paople and ●nswer questions ●bOut their
mtum to thefr atoll In 1%8, an AEC representative should go along on
the Vfslt to Ujelarig. Nflllams is considering takfng mpresent~tlves
of the Enfwetok people to Blkfnf W see W ft has been cleanad up ml
to see t~ new houses being Mlt there aridto Enlwetok to sae what swst
be done before they can return.

Ambassador Wlliams $aId he hoped that the necassary steps to perform
the radiological survey ●d cleanup of Enlwetok could be ctwiprassed In
tfm cmyired to BiLlnl and that both AEC and Dollcan expect a request
for assfstmw frltbc areas.

After the April 2 seetlngs tissador Uilllams would llke to amt agafn
to dfscuss a~mm.)ikntsRaChL?d on Enlwctok. ,
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